
Dartmouth Academy English Department – Macbeth (English Literature) 
 
Lesson 
 

Learning outcome (to include a 
PLT objective) 
Students will improve their ability to 
understand the play as they: 
(The following differentiated outcomes equate 
to grades C, B & A) 

Levelled Learning Outcomes 
(referenced to examiner’s comments)  

Differentiated Learning Activities (to include tasks that develop students’ 
independent learning skills (Kagan structure, peer- and self-assessment 
activities and timed tasks)  
 

Home learning 

Reading and Speaking & 
Listening Assessment 
Objectives 

Writing Assessment 
Objectives 

1. 23 April 2012 
 
A Royal Variety 

Performance for 
James I 

As a team worker, you: 

 WILL challenge, develop and 
respond to others’ ideas. 

 SHOULD help structure the 
discussions through purposeful 
contributions. 

 COULD encourage others and help 
the group achieve positive 
outcomes. 

  Starter: Picture of James I – what can you tell about him from picture? 
Main Activity: Group work - question cards on Shakespeare writing for Royal audience 
Reflection: Was Shakespeare subversive? 
Resources: James I fact-cards 

What are the five best 
activities for learning how 
to understand a text? 

2. 24 April 2012 
 
Questions of morality 
 

As an effective participant, you: 

 WILL challenge, develop and 
respond to others’ ideas. 

 SHOULD help structure the 
discussions through purposeful 
contributions. 

 COULD encourage others and help 
the group achieve positive 
outcomes. 

  Starter:  
Main Activity: Whole-class dialogic discussion based on the Easter pre-reading questions. 
Reflection:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1) Students evaluate their 
contributions on the blog. 
 
2) What impression does 
the reader get of Macbeth 
in the opening scenes of 
the play? 

3. 24 April 2012 
 
Speaking and 

Listening: What 
impression does 
the audience get of 
Macbeth? 

 
(Act 1, scenes 1 & 2) 

As an effective participant, you: 

 WILL develop and sustain a role 
effectively, holding the interest of the 
audience. 

 SHOULD create a challenging role, 
shaping the audience’s reactions 
through the use of different 
techniques. 

 COULD create a complex character 
that I convey to the audience through 
the skilful use of a variety of 
techniques. 

  Starter: Look over opening – list difficult words not in glossary 
Main Activity: Act 1, scenes 1 and 2 – in small groups act out these scenes/ What 
elements from Lesson 1 are in the opening? 
Reflection: What theatrical devices does Shakespeare use to grab the audience at the 
beginning? 
Resources: Copies of Cambridge Macbeth 
 

4. 26 April 2012 
 
Speaking and 

Listening: Why did 
Shakespeare use 
iambic 
pentameter? 

As a reflective thinker, you: 

 WILL discuss the impact that iambic 
pentameter has on the meaning of 
the dialogue. 

 SHOULD understand how the use of 
iambic pentameter affects the 
audience’s understanding of the text. 

 COULD analyse how meaning is 
conveyed through the use of iambic 
pentameter. 

  Starter: Page 19 – what does Malcolm say about Cawdor? 
Main Activity: What is iambic pentameter? Act 1 scene IV - play with rhythm/ Divide up 
scene into groups of three; have them stress the iambic beat, or speak lines only saying 
stressed beats, or walk to the beat. 
Reflection: What did IP add to the dialogue? How useful was iambic pentameter (and 

stressing the syllables) in helping you to understand the text? 
Resources: Copies of Cambridge Macbeth 
 
 

Why did Shakespeare 
use iambic pentameter? 
Answers on the blog. 

5. 3 May 2012 
 
Shakespeare Retold – 

film adaptation (pt. 
1) 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL ask questions which require 
others to back up statements with 
examples from the film. 

 SHOULD ask questions which 
require others to evaluate different 
interpretations of the film. 

 COULD ask questions which require 
others to analyse the likely effect on 
the audience of the film’s structure. 

 
 
The lower band candidates generally focused on 
the adaptation at the expense of the text, many 
opened their writing by describing the 
adaptation. 

Start: Students find definitions of characterisation, relationships, themes and stagecraft and 
come up with an image to represent given aspect. 
Main Activity: Watch Shakespeare Retold version of Macbeth/ In pairs, students must 
come up with questions on a given aspect from starter to ask other students 
Reflection: Student-led Q & A using their questions. 
Resources: Shakespeare Retold Macbeth DVD 
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Learning outcome (to include a 
PLT objective) 
Students will improve their ability to 
understand the play as they: 
(The following differentiated outcomes equate 
to grades C, B & A) 

Levelled Learning Outcomes 
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activities and timed tasks)  
 

Home learning 

Reading and Speaking & 
Listening Assessment 
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Objectives 

6. 4 May 2012 
 
Shakespeare Retold – 

film adaptation (pt. 
2) 

an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL ask questions which require 
others to back up statements with 
examples from the film. 

 SHOULD ask questions which 
require others to evaluate different 
interpretations of the film. 

 COULD ask questions which require 
others to analyse the likely effect on 
the audience of the film’s structure. 

Start: Timed Pair Share: How similar are Joe/Ella to Macbeth/Lady Macbeth in the text?  
Main Activity: Watch Shakespeare Retold version of Macbeth/ In pairs, students must 
come up with questions on a given aspect from starter to ask other students 
Reflection: Student-led Q & A using their questions 
Resources: Shakespeare Retold Macbeth DVD 

Answer five (5) questions 
from the list of student 
questions on the blog. 

7. 8 May 2012 
 
To kill or not to kill? 
 
(Act 1, scenes 3, 4, 5 

& 7) 
 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL explore the effects of particular 
word choices and sentence 
structures. 

 SHOULD make judgments about 
their effectiveness. 

 COULD analyse how the word 
choices manipulate the reader. 

  Starter: Husband and wife reunite. (Cambridge Macbeth, p.24) 
Main Activity: In groups, annotate given scene (see below) then prepare presentation to 
the class. 
Reflection: Groups feedback on their given scene/ Students update their own notes. 
Resources: Copies of Cambridge Macbeth; extracts of Act 1, scenes 3, 4, 5 & 7. 

 

8. 8 May 2012 
 
Shakespeare Retold – 

film adaptation (pt. 
3) 

an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL ask questions which require 
others to back up statements with 
examples from the film. 

 SHOULD ask questions which 
require others to evaluate different 
interpretations of the film. 

 COULD ask questions which require 
others to analyse the likely effect on 
the audience of the film’s structure. 

  Start: Peer-marking students’ home learning using progression sheet.  
Main Activity: Finish watching Shakespeare Retold version of Macbeth/ Students take 
notes on characterisation (esp. the portrayal of Joe and Ella), relationships, themes and 
stagecraft. 
Reflection: How coherent is the film adaptation? (Think of pacing, editing, etc.) 
Resources: Shakespeare Retold Macbeth DVD 

9. 10 May 2012 
 
‘Is this a dagger 

which I see before 
me?’  

 
(Act 2, scene 1) 

 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL explore the effects of particular 
word choices and sentence 
structures. 

 SHOULD make judgments about 
their effectiveness. 

 COULD analyse how the word 
choices manipulate the reader. 

 
 
 
 
 
[When writing about dramatic devices] there was 
sometimes a tendency to feature spot, without 
showing the impact of the feature as a 
dramatic device… Some candidates gave a list 
of dramatic devices and didn’t illustrate or 

expand on any of these. 

Starter: In groups, read through Act 2, scene 1/ Extra student in each group provides 
directions for the actors to show increasingly uneasy relationship between Macbeth and 
Banquo. 
Main Activity: SWAT then SLAT/ Teacher models annotation of Macbeth’s soliloquy/ 
Students finish annotating second half. 
Reflection: In pairs, take turns reading Macbeth’s soliloquy/ Partner directs then swap. 
Resources: Single words and lines from scene; extracts of Act 2, scene 1.  

 
 

 

10. 11 May 2012 (75 
mins) 

 
Speaking and 

Listening: The 
king is dead  

 
(Act 2, scene 2) 
 

As an effective participant, you: 

 WILL speak fluently and make a 
significant contribution to the 
directions. 

 SHOULD challenge others’ 
comments, where necessary, and 
make constructive comments about 
character and performance. 

 COULD initiate speech and take a 
leading part in discussion, 
responding in detail to others’ ideas. 

Starter: SWAT then SLAT/ Teacher models annotation then students finish/ Half-class 
annotates Macbeth; half Lady Macbeth. 
Main Activity: Forum theatre: how to perform Act 2, scene 2. 
Reflection: LM has laid the daggers out for the murder but is unable to kill Duncan herself – 
why? Should Duncan’s murder be shown? 
Resources: Single words and lines from scene; extracts of Act 2, scene 2. 

1) Annotate the rest of 
Act 2, scene 2. 
 
2) How does 
Shakespeare pay 
homage to James I in 
Macbeth? 

11. 17 May 2012 
 
Banquo must die 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL explore the effects of particular 
word choices and sentence 

Starter: SWAT then SLAT/ Teacher models annotation then students finish 
Main Activity: In groups, annotate given page from Act 3, scenes 1 & 2 (seven pages = 
seven groups)/ Envoy exercise; students share annotations. 

Read/annotate Act 3, 
scene 4. 
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(Act 3, scenes 1 & 2) 
 

structures. 

 SHOULD make judgments about 
their effectiveness. 

 COULD analyse how the word 
choices manipulate the reader. 

Reflection: Thoughts of Banquo. (Cambridge Macbeth, p.68) 
Resources: Single words and lines from scene; extracts of Act 3, scenes 1, 2 & 4. 

12. 18 May 2012 
 
Speaking and 

Listening: An 
unwelcome guest 
– Banquo’s ghost 

 
(Act 3, scene 4) 
 

As an effective participant, you: 

 WILL develop and sustain a role 
effectively, holding the interest of the 
audience. 

 SHOULD create a challenging role, 
shaping the audience’s reactions 
through the use of different 
techniques. 

 COULD create a complex character 
that I convey to the audience through 
the skilful use of a variety of 
techniques. 

  Starter: Spot the euphemism. (Cambridge Macbeth, p.80). 
Main Activity: Groups forum theatre: four groups, each taking responsibility for performing 

and directing an excerpt from this scene/ Student Socratic observers will feedback at the 
end of the activity. 
Reflection: The ghost of Banquo – seen or unseen? (Cambridge Macbeth, p.82). 
Resources: Copies of Cambridge Macbeth; lines 1-32; 33-52; 74-96; 122-144. 

Answer questions on Act 
4, scene 1. (See question 
sheet) 

13. 21 May 2012 
 
Speaking and 

Listening: Out, 
damned spot! 

 
(Act 5, scene 1) 
 

As an effective participant, you: 

 WILL develop and sustain a role 
effectively, holding the interest of the 
audience. 

 SHOULD create a challenging role, 
shaping the audience’s reactions 
through the use of different 
techniques. 

 COULD create a complex character 
that I convey to the audience through 
the skilful use of a variety of 
techniques. 

  Starter: What is blocking? 
Main Activity: Groups of three or four maximum – how to stage Act 5, scene 1 for 
maximum dramatic effect? 
Reflection: Watch group performances/ Feedback given on use of space (and voice, 

gesture etc.) 
Resources: Copies of Cambridge Macbeth 
 
 

 

14. 22 May 2012 
 
Speaking and 

Listening: 
Rehearsal for the 
Macbeth exhibition 

 

 
As an effective participant, you: 

 WILL develop and sustain a role 
effectively, holding the interest of the 
audience. 

 SHOULD create a challenging role, 
shaping the audience’s reactions 
through the use of different 
techniques. 

 COULD create a complex character 
that I convey to the audience through 
the skilful use of a variety of 
techniques. 

   
 
 
 
 
Starter: Warm-up exercise for gesture, movement, voice. 
Main Activity: Rehearse scenes for the Macbeth exhibition on 24 May 
Reflection: Peer-assess group/individual performances using marking criteria/ Student self-

evaluation including targets for improvement. 
Resources: Copies of Cambridge Macbeth; student props 

 
 
1) Students’ evaluation 
on their performances 
today, providing clear 
targets for improvement 
linked to marking criteria. 
 
2) Practise the 
performances for the 
exhibition on 24 May. 

15. 22 May 2012 
 
Speaking and 

Listening: 
Rehearsal for the 
Macbeth exhibition 

 

16. 24 May 2012 
 
Speaking and 

Listening: 
Rehearsal for the 
Macbeth exhibition 

 

As an effective participant, you: 

 WILL develop and sustain a role 
effectively, holding the interest of the 
audience. 

 SHOULD create a challenging role, 
shaping the audience’s reactions 
through the use of different 
techniques. 

  Starter: Timed Pair Share: what do you need to do to be successful in your Speaking and 
Listening? 
Main Activity: Rehearse scenes for the exhibition/ Film the students who will be performing 
this evening 
Reflection: Peer feedback using the videos taken 
Resources: Copies of Cambridge Macbeth; student props 
 
 

**Dartmouth Academy’s 
Macbeth exhibition this 
evening: 5:30pm-
6:30pm** 
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 COULD create a complex character 
that I convey to the audience through 
the skilful use of a variety of 
techniques. 

17. 25 May 2012 (75 
mins) 

 
Macbeth’s downfall 
 
(Act 5, scenes 3, 5 & 

8) 
 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL explore the effects of particular 
word choices and sentence 
structures. 

 SHOULD make judgments about 
their effectiveness. 

 COULD analyse how the word 
choices manipulate the reader. 

  Starter: SWAT then SLAT/ Teacher models annotation then students finish  
Main Activity: Individually, students to write directions on Macbeth’s main mood swings in 
Act5, scene 3) and how they should be performed. 
Reflection: Students explain their directions to the class. Do the students all have the same 
‘vision’ for this scene? 
Resources: Single words and lines from scene; extracts of Act 2, scene 2. 

What has Macbeth 
become by the end of the 
play? Answers on the 
blog (200 words). 

18. 31 May 2012 
 
Themes in Macbeth 

(pt. 1) 

As a team worker, you: 

 WILL begin to develop detailed 
interpretations of the text.. 

 SHOULD show imaginative insights 
into implied meanings. 

 COULD analyse and evaluate 
different interpretations of the text, 
offering tentative judgments. 

  Starter: Macbeth in 60 seconds – acted, mimed or (individually) recounted. 
Main Activity: Pole-bridging how to draw a mind map/ Groups given one theme to research 

and present to the class in the next lesson. 
Reflection: How have the groups organised themselves and begun to plan their 
presentations? 
Resources: Copies of Cambridge Macbeth; Shakespeare Retold Macbeth DVD (links to 
YouTube); flipchart paper. 

Research your given 
theme and bring in 
information/examples 
your group can use. 

19. 1 June 2012 
 
Themes in Macbeth 

(pt. 2) 

As n effective participant, you: 

 WILL use an appropriate style which 
will interest your listeners. 

 SHOULD be confident in your 
delivery and an awareness of your 
listeners, adapting your style to suit 
their needs. 

 COULD convey complex ideas in a 
way that makes it easy for listeners 
to understand. 

  Starter: Add home learning research to group presentations. 
Main Activity: Group presentations on themes/ Students take notes and think of questions 
to ask the groups.  
Reflection: Prize-giving for the best presentation. 
Resources: Copies of Cambridge Macbeth; Shakespeare Retold Macbeth DVD (links to 
YouTube); flipchart paper. 

Present themes in 
Macbeth as one of the 
following: an animated 
video, a video log, a 
PowerPoint/Prezi 
presentation or in 800 
words. 

20. 11 June 2012 
 
Socratic discussion 

on the portrayal of 
the characters in 
the text and film. 

 
 

As an effective participant, you: 

 WILL challenge, develop and 
respond to others’ ideas. 

 SHOULD help structure the 
discussions through purposeful 
contributions. 

 COULD encourage others and help 
the group achieve positive 
outcomes. 

  Starter: Assess exemplar Speaking and Listening group discussion. 
Main Activity: Socratic discussion: How are Macbeth and Lady Macbeth portrayed in the 

text and the film adaptation? 
Reflection: Observers feedback on the discussion. 
Resources: Copies of Cambridge Macbeth; Shakespeare Retold Macbeth DVD (links to 
YouTube); flipchart paper. 

 
 

21. 12 June 2012 
 
What does an A-grade 

answer look like? 

As a reflective learner, you: 

 WILL identify strengths and 
weaknesses in others’ work. 

 SHOULD provide a grade using the 
marking criteria. 

 COULD provide specific advice for 
future improvement. 

  Starter: Timed Pair Share: What does an A-grade answer look like?  
Main Activity: Mark Edexcel exemplar student responses using the marking criteria. 
Reflection: What is good/not-so-good in the student exemplars? 
Resources: Student exemplar CA answers; Edexcel English Literature Unit 3 marking 
criteria 
 
 
 

Students set targets for 
themselves based on 
what they they learned 
from marking exemplars.  

22. 12 June 2012 
  
How to write an 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL mind map your ideas, without 
worrying about their order yet. 

Centres need to ensure that the initial points 

made by candidates should focus on the text, 
supported by evidence and analysis, followed 

Starter: What does an effective (and acceptable) plan look like? 
Main Activity: Students plan their CA answers. 
Reflection: Share good ideas and tips/ What else do they need to do before the CA in the 

Finish the plan for the 
CA. 
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effective plan  SHOULD order the relevant ideas by 
numbering them in the order in which 
you will write the essay. 

 COULD gather evidence and short 
quotations. 

by the link to the adaptation. The balance 
should be in favour of the play on a 
60:40/70:30 ratio. 

next lesson? 
Resources: A4 lined paper; copies of Cambridge Macbeth; annotated excerpts from 
exercise books 
 
 

23. 14 June 2012 
 
Controlled 

Assessment (Unit 
3: Shakespeare 
and Contemporary 
Drama) 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL begin to develop detailed 
interpretations of the text.. 

 SHOULD show imaginative insights 
into implied meanings. 

 COULD analyse and evaluate 
different interpretations of the text, 
offering tentative judgments. 

A number of candidates spent too much time 
discussing the historical or biographical context 
behind the play or adaptation and describing 
what they intended to do within their writing. 
 
A number of candidates ended their essays with 
comments on whether they preferred the film or 

the play: this is an area of irrelevance. 
 
The Band 5 [grade A/A*] essays were at times 
breathtaking and sophisticated. The candidates 
had confidently stayed clearly to the task, 
using the key words from the question and 
used short embedded quotations to support 
their analysis. 

Controlled assessment question: Choose one principal character in the Shakespeare play 

you have studied. Compare the presentation of your chosen character in the play with the 
presentation of the same character in an adaptation of the play. (1000 words)  
 
15% of English Literature GCSE.  
 
Resources: Edexcel CA cover sheet; unmarked copies of Macbeth; A4 lined paper 

 

 

24. 15 June 2012 (75 
mins) 

  
Controlled 

Assessment (Unit 
3: Shakespeare 
and Contemporary 
Drama) 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL begin to develop detailed 
interpretations of the text.. 

 SHOULD show imaginative insights 
into implied meanings. 

 COULD analyse and evaluate 
different interpretations of the text, 
offering tentative judgments. 

Controlled assessment question: Choose one principal character in the Shakespeare play 
you have studied. Compare the presentation of your chosen character in the play with the 
presentation of the same character in an adaptation of the play. (1000 words)  
 
15% of English Literature GCSE. 
 
Resources: Edexcel CA cover sheet; unmarked copies of Macbeth; A4 lined paper 

Evaluation of the scheme 
of learning on the blog. 

 


