
Dartmouth Academy English Department – Creative Writing (Gothic Fiction) 
 

 

Lesson 
 

Learning outcome (to include a 
PLT objective) 
Students will improve their ability to 
write a story as they: 
(The following differentiated outcomes equate 
to levels 5, 6 & 7; grades E, D & C) 

Assessment Objectives  
(referenced to the examiner’s comments 
from January 2012 & November 2012))  

Differentiated Learning Activities (to include tasks that develop students’ 
independent learning skills (Kagan structure, peer- and self-assessment 
activities and timed tasks)  
 

Home learning  

Reading & Speaking &  
Listening Assessment 
Objectives 

Writing Assessment 
Objectives 

1 10 January 2013 
 
What is a Gothic 

novel? 
 
(Set home learning to 

prepare for the 
assessed 
Speaking and 
Listening task) 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL find most of the key features in 
Singleton’s introduction 

 SHOULD sum up neatly the main 
points in the introduction 

 COULD fully summarise the main 
points in the introduction 

AO2i - relevant 
quotations. 

 Starter: In pairs, what do you think a Gothic novel would be about? 
Main Activity: Highlight features of Gothic literature/ Is Century a Gothic novel? 
Reflection: Recap the features/ Is Gothic literature relevant today? 
Resources: Sarah Singleton’s introduction to Century; Century, pp.144-150; Speaking and 
Listening criteria in preparation for S & L 

Find an item to bring in to 
the class which you may 
find in a Gothic novel 
(and you will use in your 
own story). Prepare a 
presentation about your 
object to the class in 
lesson 3 as an assessed 
speaking and listening 
task. (Due lesson 3) 

2 11 January 2013 
 
Effective openings 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL be able to say what is 
interesting about other opening 
sentences 

 SHOULD be able to write an 
effective sentence of your own 

 COULD comment on what makes 
your peers’ opening sentences 
effective 

AO2iii - evaluate 
language. 

AO3i - write clearly, 
effectively and 
imaginatively. 

Starter: ‘The woman under the ice’ – prediction for a novel that begins with this line? 
Main Activity: The effectiveness of opening sentences/ Students’ own opening sentences 
Reflection: Students reading their work to the class 
Resources: ‘The woman under the ice’ extract from Century; examples of opening 
sentences 

 

3 17 January 2013 
 
 
(Assessed Speaking 

and Listening) 

 AO1i - speak to 
communicate clearly 
and purposefully; 
structure and sustain 
talk; use standard 
English and a variety of 
techniques as 
appropriate. 

 Starter: Recap what makes an effective presentation/ refer to the marking criteria 
Main Activity: (Student presentations) Present the object you brought from home; why did 
you pick it and how might it be featured in a Gothic short story?  
Reflection: Self-evaluation of Speaking and Listening and target-setting for improvement 
Resources: S & L criteria for the whiteboard; self-evaluation sheets for students. 

Self-evaluation of 
Speaking and Listening 
and target-setting for 
improvement. (Due 
lesson 4) 

4 24 January 2013 
 
 
Using the senses to 

create imagery 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL choose words to have 
particular effects 

 SHOULD mostly choose words 
carefully so they are right for 
intended effects 

 COULD choose words to manipulate 

the reader’s response 

 AO3i - selecting 
vocabulary 
appropriate to task 
and purpose. 

Starter: In pairs, one student describes the object he has been given with reference to what 
it looks like, feels like, smells like, etc – without saying what it is! (A ‘show, don’t tell’-type 
activity.) 
Main Activity: Five senses - annotate pictures/ Write opening paragraph using senses and 
remembering ‘killer’ opening sentence from lesson 2.  
Reflection: Peer assessment – grade desk buddy’s paragraph focussing on AO3i (WAF 7).  
Resources: Selection of objects for the starter; A3 picture of Gothic settings; Writing all-

through progression sheet. 

 

5 25 January 2013 
 
Using language to 

create setting 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL choose words to have 
particular effects 

 SHOULD mostly choose words 
carefully so they are right for 
intended effects 

 COULD choose words to manipulate 
the reader’s response 

 AO3i, ii - selecting 
vocabulary 
appropriate to task 
and purpose; 
organise ideas into 
structured and 
sequenced 
sentences. 

Starter: In pairs, Diamond 9 selection of opening passages of novels; feedback on 
effectiveness  
Main Activity: Comparison: what word choices/sentence structures make one opening 
better?/ Students improve a given passage then write their own 
Reflection: Peer assessment – grade desk buddy’s paragraph focussing on AO3i,ii (WAFs 
5,7) 
Resources: Diamond 9 ‘openings; two similar passages for comparison; short opening for 
improvement 

Research different literary 
devices and explain their 
effectiveness (what they 
add to a story). (Due 31 
January)  

6 31 January 2013 
 
How language creates 

a sense of 
atmosphere 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL use apt imaginative detail 

 SHOULD use a range of stylistic 
devices to achieve effects 

 COULD use a variety of stylistic 

 AO3i - write clearly, 
effectively and 
imaginatively. 

Starter: De Bono-style activity with text extracts; what literary devices are used and to what 
effect? 
Main Activity: Comment on change in atmosphere in given text (TES, p.10)/ Rewrite given 
text to change atmosphere (TES, p.11) 
Reflection: Peer assessment – grade desk buddy’s paragraph focussing on AO3i,ii (WAF 

Annotate The Woman in 
Black (pp.64-65) and 
explain how language is 
used to create a change 
in the atmosphere. (Due 
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Lesson 
 

Learning outcome (to include a 
PLT objective) 
Students will improve their ability to 
write a story as they: 
(The following differentiated outcomes equate 
to levels 5, 6 & 7; grades E, D & C) 

Assessment Objectives  
(referenced to the examiner’s comments 
from January 2012 & November 2012))  

Differentiated Learning Activities (to include tasks that develop students’ 
independent learning skills (Kagan structure, peer- and self-assessment 
activities and timed tasks)  
 

Home learning  

Reading & Speaking &  
Listening Assessment 
Objectives 

Writing Assessment 
Objectives 

devices to achieve deliberate effects 
throughout your writing  

1) 
Resources: Extracts for De Bono-style activity; TES Creative Writing booklet, pp.10-11 

lesson 7) 

7 7 February 2013 
 
Writing characters 
 
(Set assessed home 

learning) 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL choose words to have 
particular effects 

 SHOULD mostly choose words 
carefully so they are right for 
intended effects 

 COULD choose words to manipulate 
the reader’s response 

Candidates do best when they ‘show’ how 
characters are reacting and responding, rather 
than explicitly ‘telling’ the reader how they feel. 
(November 2012) 

Starter: The Woman in Black, pp.65-66: Words/phrases that 1) show the character’s 
reaction to the woman; 2) show that the woman is to be feared? 
Main Activity: Comment on what we learn about characters (TES, p.15)/ Rewrite two short 
passages, improving the description of the characters (TES, p.16) 
Reflection: Peer assessment – grade desk buddy’s passages focussing on AO3i (WAF 7) 
Resources: The Woman in Black extract, pp.65-66; TES Creative Writing booklet, pp.15-16 

Assessed home 
learning 
 
What happens next? 
Continue ‘The Ghost’ 
passage (TES, p.16) 
using effective language 
to create atmosphere and 
describe the characters.  
(Due lesson 8) 

8 8 February 2013 
 
What dialogue reveals 

about characters 
 
(Assessed home 

learning due) 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL use apt imaginative detail 

 SHOULD use a range of stylistic 
devices to achieve effects 

 COULD use a variety of stylistic 
devices to achieve deliberate effects 
throughout your writing 

 AO3i - write clearly, 
effectively and 
imaginatively. 

Starter: Punctuation practice and peer-assessment 
Main Activity: Match the dialogue with the description of the character (p.19)/ Short 
paragraph about what the dialogue tells us about each character (p.21)/ Rewrite extract 
adding better dialogue (p.22) 
Reflection: Volunteers to read out their improved dialogue. 
Resources:  Punctuation sheet/ TES Creative Writing booklet (pp.19-22) 

  

9 14 February 2013 
 
How to build up 

suspense in your 
writing 

 
 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL use apt imaginative detail 

 SHOULD use a range of stylistic 
devices to achieve effects 

 COULD use a variety of stylistic 
devices to achieve deliberate effects 
throughout your writing 

While many candidates had… focused clearly on 
voice, they seemed to be less secure in their 
choice of audience. This is a key part of the 
assessment criteria and as such needs to be 
considered as candidates plan their writing. 
(November 2012) 

Starter: Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein film – how is suspense built up in this clip? 
Main Activity: What methods are used to build up suspense in writing?/ Annotate excerpt 
from Frankenstein (p.200)/ Students rewrite given passage to make it more suspenseful 
Reflection: Peer assessment – grade desk buddy’s improved passage focussing on AO3i,ii 
(WAF 1) 
Resources: Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein DVD (PLE’s own copy)/ Writing progression sheet/ 
Frankenstein excerpt 

Students plan their short 
story, incorporating what 
they have learned and 
also the object they 
brought in after the first 
lesson. (Due lesson 10 so 
the teacher can check it’s 
suitable.) 

HALF TERM 18 – 22 February 2013 

10 28 February 2013 
 
Narrative perspective 

- which is most 
effective?  

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL explain how writing in the first 
person helped Poe to develop his 
ideas 

 SHOULD come to a conclusion 
about which is the most effective 
narrative perspective and why 

 COULD summarise all of the 
elements of great story writing 

AO2i-iii – relevant 
quotations; develop 
and sustain 
interpretations; 
evaluate language. 

 Starter: In pairs, Diamond 9 selection of endings of novels; feedback on effectiveness 
Main Activity: Narrative perspective – which is the most effective and why? Compare 
Edgar Allan Poe’s The Tell-Tale Heart (monologue) with a third-person version of the same 
story 
Reflection: What makes a great short story? Looking back on the last ten lessons 
Resources: Diamond 9 ‘endings’; The Tell-Tale Heart and rewritten version in third person 

 

11 1 March 2013 
 
Assessed outcome in 

controlled 
conditions (Pt. 1) 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL use apt imaginative detail 

 SHOULD use a range of stylistic 
devices to achieve effects 

 COULD use a variety of stylistic 
devices to achieve deliberate effects 
throughout your writing 

The most successful work indicated an 
understanding on the part of the candidates that 

this task is about producing the best quality 
writing, not necessarily a large quantity of it. 
 
It is worth noting that the Creative Writing 
response does not need to meet the 
1,000 word limit – in fact, some of the more 
successful pieces were closer to half 
that length, but showed evidence of careful 
crafting by candidates, whereas 

Starter:  
Main Activity: Write a Gothic story (500 words) using the stimulus item you chose. 
Reflection:  
Resources: Students must use their plans 

 

12 7 March 2013 
 
Assessed outcome in 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL use apt imaginative detail 

 SHOULD use a range of stylistic 

Starter:  
Main Activity: Write a Gothic story (500 words) using the stimulus item you chose. 
Reflection:  

Student reflection of the 
scheme of learning in the 
comments box on the 
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Lesson 
 

Learning outcome (to include a 
PLT objective) 
Students will improve their ability to 
write a story as they: 
(The following differentiated outcomes equate 
to levels 5, 6 & 7; grades E, D & C) 

Assessment Objectives  
(referenced to the examiner’s comments 
from January 2012 & November 2012))  

Differentiated Learning Activities (to include tasks that develop students’ 
independent learning skills (Kagan structure, peer- and self-assessment 
activities and timed tasks)  
 

Home learning  

Reading & Speaking &  
Listening Assessment 
Objectives 

Writing Assessment 
Objectives 

controlled 
conditions (Pt. 2) 

devices to achieve effects 

 COULD use a variety of stylistic 
devices to achieve deliberate effects 
throughout your writing 

some of the longer responses struggled to 
sustain their momentum. (November 2012) 

Resources: Students must use their plans blog. 

 

 

 


