
 
 
 
 
 
 
03 transcript Newcastle 16 and 17 year olds casual conversation - 
EXTRACT 
 
A: It’s pretty sweet though. I really like audio-books. 
 
B: I have loads. 
 
A: I think it's 'cos I 'm so against reading. 
 
C: You see, I like to read. I like to have a book there. I actually hold a book 
and read through it. 
 
(lots of background talking-indecipherable) 
 
A: I don't really enjoy that...    ... //especially when it's a good voice. 
 
B:          //I like reading. When I was little, to get to 
sleep, I used to listen to my story books at night. And I have, like, all the 
Wuthering Heights, all the Brontës and everything on CD. 
 
Teacher: Do you prefer that to reading them, then? 
 
B: No. I love reading, but, like at night, after I've read myself silly so I can't 
read anymore, my eyes go whawee (giggle), I have, I just listen to it. I just, 
I do it now with music. I just have to have something on, otherwise I can't 
sleep. 
 
C: Yeah. I always listen, I always put my headphones in before I gan to bed. 
 //I’ve never been able to do audiobooks, though. 
 
B: //I usually wake up in the morning with them wrapped around my neck, 
if I do that. 
 
A: I think it's really annoying with audiobooks when characters are voiced in 
a way that you hate. Like I was, like, I absolutely adore Hitchhiker's Guide 
to the Galaxy and they've, like, put one of the characters having this 
horrible, American, Texan accent, // when he's supposed to sound like a 
haughty public school boy and like, absolutely ruined half the book for me. I 
was just like what have they done to, like, my favourite character? 
 
B:          //Awww. 
 
Teacher:  Is that an audiobook of the book, rather than the radio play? 
 



A: Oh yeah yeah, it's an audio of the book. I've listened to the radio play 
//stuff, as well. 
 
Teacher:           // Mm 
mm 
 
B: I think, I couldn't like, read a book and then, listen to it. I'd either read it 
or listen to it. 
 
C: I'd prefer to read it, so you have your own imagination and you've got 
your own...(yeah). 
I understand you can do the same thing with an audiobook because they're 
talking to you about it and you're imagining it. I just... 
 
B: Yeah, but it's their interpretation in the way they want. 
 
 
C: Yeah. They can use their voice to sway you the way // they prefer. 
 
B:           // Exactly. 
 
C: Well, the voices guide us. 
 
Teacher: Yeah. As we've already discussed. 
 
B: Does one person do all the characters? 
 
A: I think it probably varies. 
 
C: I think it’s like you can either have a radio style where everybody takes a 
part. 
 
A/B: Yeah. 
 
C: Yeah. You know, when they originally did //War of the Worlds, on radio. 
B:         //If it's just, like, an audio 
book. 
 
C: It was originally for radio, wasn't it? Everyone basically bricked one and 
went, 'Oh God! They're coming!' 
 
Teacher: Yeah. Yeah. It was read by, um, or done by Orson Welles. . 
 
C: Yes. On a radio programme. I like...storybooks like that are quite good. 
Every person takes a character. They all... it’s like acting without seeing 
them. 
 
Others: //Yeah. Mmm. 
 



C: But then...there's some of them where it's one person just talks through 
the whole thing// 
B:           
   // See, that's the type of book that I've had. 
 
C: // and you kind of sit there thinking, My God. Shut up! 
 
B: And some of them can be really good, like...I dunno... I just...I think it 
depends which one you pick. 
 
C: Yeah. 
 
B: You can get really good ones; you can get really bad ones. 
 
C: Yeah. I tell you what though.  I want some audio-books done by the 
person who does the narrative on Come Dine With Me. (2) I reckon they'd be 
some canny quality story-books. 
 
A: Come Dine With Me is a quite a show. 
 
B: The best one was a Geordie one where they came up north and one 
person was ma...dressing desserts on the floor and I was cringing at that 
point, like, I was... 
 
A: There was one, there was one of them where, like, there was this 
woman, like, was like, completely bitchy about everyone's meals all the way 
through and then you go to, like, her house, and stuff, and she'd got her, 
quote quote, and she said, her 'Arab slave' to hide pineapples around the 
garden. She was like, 'Oh, don't worry. If you can't find them, the slave'll get 
them’, and all this kind of stuff. // It was so bad and everyone was like, 
looking round and like...are you for real? 
 
B: //That's disgusting. 
 


