
Dartmouth Academy English Department – Unit 1 (Writing) 
 
Lesson 
 

Learning outcome (to include a 
PLT objective) 
Students will improve their ability to 
write a non-fiction text as they: 
(The following differentiated outcomes equate 
to grades C, B & A) 

Levelled Learning Outcomes 
(referenced to the examiner’s comments 
from June 2011 & November 2012)  

Differentiated Learning Activities (to include tasks that develop students’ 
independent learning skills (Kagan structure, peer- and self-assessment 
activities and timed tasks)  

 
 

Home learning 

Reading and Speaking & 
Listening Assessment 
Objectives 

Writing Assessment 
Objectives 

1.  W/b 9 Sep 2013 
 
Overview, mark 

scheme and test 

As a reflective learner, you: 

 WILL understand when the 
controlled assessment is 

 SHOULD show understanding of the 
work that is to be done 

 COULD create a striking visual 
image of work ahead 

Your task is to write a leaflet for parents in which 
you persuade them about children’s reading 
from a specific point of view. 
 

OR 
 
Write the script for a podcast aimed at young 
people, in which you review your favourite 
children’s literature. 
 
In your writing you must: 
• make choices in writing that are appropriate to 
audience and purpose 
• spell, punctuate and use grammatical 
structures that are accurate and appropriate for 
purpose 
and effect. 

Starter: What did you learn last term? (Kagan Talking Chips exercise) 
Main Activity: 1) Read CA tasks and mark scheme and estimate current grade you are on. 
2) Look at exemplar material, fit overview of schemes to calendar. Mark on why these eight 
weeks (writing and reading CAs) are important. Give a motivational message on poster. 3) 
How do you want to be taught – draw up a list for YOU and the TEACHER of DOs and 
DON’Ts. 
Reflection: Imagine yourself in six weeks’ time sitting in CA taking exam – how will you 

feel? Take photo of group. 
Resources: Controlled assessment task sheet; text book. 
Encourage students to add personal responses (thoughts, ideas and questions) on 
Post-Its to the writing thinking wall. 

Write student-friendly, but 
accurate, definitions for 
the following: to inform; to 
explain; to persuade; to 
argue; to comment; and 
to review.  

2.  W/b 9 Sep 2013 
 
Writing with purpose 

in mind 

 
Speaking and listening 

assessment 

As a team worker, you: 

 WILL have a go at helping team 

 SHOULD show confidence and 
fluency in speech 

 COULD extend ideas, giving 
examples and engaging class 

 Podcasts ‘were 
generally slightly 
more successful 
where there was one 
voice, as 
occasionally the 
‘chat’ between the 
different voices 
distracted the writer 
from the purpose. 
Reviews did show 
good sense of 
audience and 
purpose, although 
some did venture 
into trying to ‘script 
the unscriptable’ 
through live chat and 
phone-ins.’ 

 
There was a 
tendency in the 
leaflets to lose focus 
on the purpose. 

Starter: Provide a range of leaflets and other texts to the students, who will identify their 
purposes. 
Main Activity: 1) Complete Activity 1 (p.54). 2) In groups of three, complete Activity 2 (one 
student per purpose) then present the differences in the three purposes (referring to the 
language choices made in the students’ paragraphs) to the class as speaking and listening 
activity. 
Reflection: What’s a good working definition of ‘purpose’? (Kagan Round Robin exercise) 

The best definition goes up on the Unit 1 wall. 
Resources: Text books; S & L marking criteria. 
Encourage students to add personal responses (thoughts, ideas and questions) on 
Post-Its to the writing thinking wall. 

Find a leaflet of your own 
and complete Activity 3 
(p.55). 

3.  W/b 9 Sep 2013 
 
  Being sensitive to 

your readers: how 
to write for 
different 
audiences 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL write as a reader picking 
appropriate vocabulary 

 SHOULD adapt language for 
different audiences 

 COULD self-censor non-expert 
phrases 

 Audience and sense 
of purpose are key 
features for this task. 

Starter: Show a range of television advertisements. Students have a collection of audience 
cards and throw down the ones which apply in each advert. How do they know the target 
audience in each case? (Kagan Round Table exercise) 
Main Activity: 1) Students read the introduction to p.56: pick out the three most interesting 
or important points. 2) Individually, complete Activities 1 & 2 (pp. 56 & 57). 3) Use exemplar 
leaflets or podcast script, complete Activity 3. 
Reflection: Read the exemplar answers on pp.62 & 63: students target-set their grade 
based on these examples. 
Resources: MP4s of television adverts; audience cards; examples of leaflets and podcast 

scripts; text books. 
Encourage students to add personal responses (thoughts, ideas and questions) on 
Post-Its to the writing thinking wall. 

Prepare a two minute 
podcast for the next 
lesson: write the script of 
a podcast aimed at young 
people in which you 
review your favourite 
book. 
(Links to exemplar 
podcasts on the blog.) 
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Lesson 
 

Learning outcome (to include a 
PLT objective) 
Students will improve their ability to 
write a non-fiction text as they: 
(The following differentiated outcomes equate 
to grades C, B & A) 

Levelled Learning Outcomes 
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Home learning 

Reading and Speaking & 
Listening Assessment 
Objectives 

Writing Assessment 
Objectives 

4.  W/b 16 Sep 2013 
 
Students recording 

their podcasts 

 
Speaking and listening 

assessment 
 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL write as a reader picking 
appropriate vocabulary 

 SHOULD adapt language for 
different audiences 

 COULD self-censor non-expert 
phrases 

  Starter: Students fill in their individual S & L mark-sheet; do they understand what is 
required to achieve their target score? 
Main Activity: 1) While others are recording their podcasts, students complete pp.70 & 71, 
individually. 2) Peer-assess with a specific focus on vocabulary, using WAF7 on the all-
through progression sheet. Set vocabulary target for improvement. 
Reflection: What worked in the podcasts? How are you going to polish them for after half-
term? 
Resources: Students’ podcast scripts from home learning; individual S & L mark-sheets; 
Richard’s all-through progression sheets. 
Encourage students to add personal responses (thoughts, ideas and questions) on 
Post-Its to the writing thinking wall. 

Self-evaluation of 
students’ podcast 
recordings. 

5.  W/b 16 Sep 2013 
 
Group discussion of 

students’ 
podcasts. 

 
Speaking and listening 

assessment 
 

As an effective participant, you: 

 WILL make strong, clear points that 
move the discussion forward. 

 SHOULD challenge, develop and 
respond to what you hear. 

 COULD shape direction and content 
of talk. 

  Starter: 1) Watch exemplar group discussion (exam b board DVD) and have students score 
the students using the GCSE marking criteria. 2) Students fill in their individual S & L mark-
sheet; do they understand what is required to achieve their target score?  
Main Activity: In groups, discuss each student’s script for the podcast (using criteria); 
what’s good/needs to be improved for each one? Give mark and justify. 
Reflection: One student’s script per group nominated to be read aloud to the class. 
Resources: Exemplar S & L DVD; marking criteria; individual S & L mark-sheets. 
Encourage students to add personal responses (thoughts, ideas and questions) on 
Post-Its to the writing thinking wall. 

Self-evaluation of 
students’ contributions to 
the group discussion. 

6.  W/b 16 Sep 2013 

 
Generating ideas for 

your controlled 
assessment 

As a creative thinker, you: 

 WILL understand the conventions of 
the form your text must take  

 SHOULD be able to generate ideas 
for your controlled assessment 

 COULD make specific plans for 
research into the topic of their 
controlled assessment 

 There were some 
centres where there 
was little evidence of 
research. The most 
successful 
responses across 
the ability range and 
in the two options 
were those where 
candidates clearly 
had a personal 
interest. 

Starter: 1) Understanding how form can reveal how and what to write: complete Activities 1 

& 2 (pp.58 & 59). 2) What are the common conventions of a leaflet? (Kagan Round Robin 
exercise) 
Main Activity: 1) Individually, complete Activity 1 (p.64). 2) Using IWB, teacher models how 
to develop a single point in a mind-map on the topic from Activity 1. Students then complete 
Activity 2 (p.64). 3) Students complete Activities 3 & 4 for the controlled assessment task 
they have been given (do this for Act 4 too). 
Reflection: Memo to self: what research will I carry out to prepare for my controlled 

assessment? 
Resources: Text books. 
Encourage students to add personal responses (thoughts, ideas and questions) on 
Post-Its to the writing thinking wall. 

Research your topic and 
collate useful information. 

7.  W/b 23 Sep 2013 
 
Beginning to plan for 

your controlled 
assessment 

As a self-manager, you: 

 WILL have some ideas for the 
ending of your leaflet or podcast 
script 

 SHOULD keep the purpose and 
audience of your text in mind 

 COULD use topic sentences for an 
effective structure to your controlled 
assessment 

  Starter: Effective endings: how are you going to end your controlled assessment? Students 
read p.66 up to Activity 1 then write down three ways of ending their controlled assessment 
(leaflet or podcast script). 
Main Activity: 1) Individually, students complete Activities 1 & 2 (pp.66-67). 2) Complete 
Activity 3 and then swap plans with their desk buddy; peer-assess the effectiveness of the 
students’ plans and set a target for improvement. 
Reflection: Students rank exemplar plans in order of effectiveness and then justify their 
choices. 
Resources: Text books; copies of exemplar student plans. 
Encourage students to add personal responses (thoughts, ideas and questions) on 
Post-Its to the writing thinking wall. 

Complete Activity 4 on 
p.67: this is your plan for 
the real controlled 
assessment. 

8.  W/b 23 Sep 2013 
 
Hooking the reader 

with an effective 
opening 

 
  

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL organise your ideas effectively 

 SHOULD effectively open your 
writing 

 COULD use narrative hooks and 
topic sentences in your opening 
paragraphs 

  Starter: How might an article grab your attention right at the very start? (Kagan Round 
Robin exercise)  
Read the opening paragraph of The God Delusion, ch.2 (p.51): is this an effective opening? 
Main Activity: 1) Individually, complete Activities 1 & 2 (pp.68-69). 2) Students read p. 69 
(down to Activity 3): pick out the three most interesting or important points. 3) Students 
complete Activity 3 on p.69. 
Reflection: Have you used at least one of the techniques that capture the reader’s 
attention? Have you used topic sentences? 

Find three examples, 
from a range of text 
types, of effective 
opening sentences. Post 
them on the blog and 
explain why they are so 
effective. 
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Resources: The God Delusion (p.51); text books. 
Encourage students to add personal responses (thoughts, ideas and questions) on 
Post-Its to the writing thinking wall. 

9.  W/b 23 Sep 2013 
 
 Appreciating the 

function and 
importance of 
punctuation  

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL use different types of 
punctuation, including colons and 
semicolons, with consistent accuracy 

 SHOULD use a full range of 
punctuation accurately, confidently 
and assuredly 

 COULD use punctuation effectively,  
purposefully and to have deliberate 
effects 

.  
 

 Starter: ‘Let’s eat granddad.’ Punctuation saves lives! Students given examples of 
sentences/passages in which the punctuation leads to completely different meanings – how 
does this happen? Groups explain the effectiveness of the punctuation in the examples 
given.  
Main Activity: 1) Individually, complete Activities 1 & 2 (p.74). 2) Complete Activity 3 then 
peer-assess with a specific focus on punctuation, using WAF6 on the all-through 
progression sheet. Set punctuation target for improvement. 3) Individually, complete Activity 
4 (20 mins) using a range of punctuation for deliberate effects. 
Reflection: In pairs, explain how your punctuation choices affect how the reader is 
supposed to respond to the text. (Kagan Rally Robin exercise). 
Resources: Examples of poor punctuation for starter exercise; text books; Richard’s all-
through progression sheets. 
Encourage students to add personal responses (thoughts, ideas and questions) on 
Post-Its to the writing thinking wall. 

Send me photographs of 
examples of bad 
punctuation (in local 
signs, for example) to put 
on a bad punctuation blog 
post. 

10.  W/b 30 Sep 2013 
 
Using different 

sentence types 
and structures to 
create specific 
effects 

 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL deliberately design sentences 
for purpose and effect 

 SHOULD use a range of imaginative, 
flexible sentence structures for 
deliberate effect, including adverbial 
and prepositional phrases 

 COULD use a full range of sentence 
structures for impressive and varied 
effects 

  Starter: Individually, students read p.72 up to Activity 1 and jot down any words or concepts 
they don’t understand. Do any of the group members know the answers to the questions? 
Peers from other groups? Send an envoy to other groups to find remaining answers. 
Main Activity: 1) Individually, complete Activity 1 and then read and jot notes from the 

information between Activities 1 & 2. 2) What are adverbial and prepositional phrases? 
Explain to the class and model examples. 3) Individually, students complete Activity 3 then 
peer-assess with a specific focus on punctuation, using WAF5 on the all-through 
progression sheet. Set sentence target for improvement.   
Reflection: How can sentence structures affect the pace of your writing? (Kagan Timed Pair 
Share exercise) 
Resources: Text books; Richard’s all-through progression sheets. 
Encourage students to add personal responses (thoughts, ideas and questions) on 
Post-Its to the writing thinking wall. 

Update your controlled 
assessment plan, 
remembering to include 
notes and reminders on 
your recent targets for 
improvement. 

11.  W/b 30 Sep 2013 
 
Unit 1 writing 

controlled 
assessment 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL organise your ideas effectively 

 SHOULD carefully choose words to 
have just the right effect 

 COULD exploit the features of the 
chosen form to influence the reader 

  Starter: Sit silently; put name and candidate number on papers. Remind students that the 
Unit 1 writing controlled assessment is worth 10% of their English GCSE.  
Main Activity: Complete CA in exam conditions. 
Reflection:  
Resources: Unit 1 writing CA question; students’ own plans 
 

What’s the best thing 
about your controlled 
assessment so far? 

12.  W/b 30 Sep 2013 
 
Unit 1 writing 

controlled 
assessment 

As an independent enquirer, you: 

 WILL organise your ideas effectively 

 SHOULD carefully choose words to 
have just the right effect 

 COULD exploit the features of the 
chosen form to influence the reader 

  Starter: Sit silently; put name and candidate number on papers. Remind students that the 
Unit 1 writing controlled assessment is worth 10% of their English GCSE.  
Main Activity: Complete CA in exam conditions. 
Reflection:  
Resources: Unit 1 writing CA question; students’ own plans 

 

Evaluation of the course 
and your CA and S & L 
performances 

 


