
Preparation for Mock Week – June 2014 

You recently told me what you felt you needed to learn or revise so that you could go into the English mock exam with confidence. Please find below my 

summary of your comments, what I am going to do to address your requests and what you could do to further your understanding.   

You said… I will… You could… 
Section A (Shakespeare - Macbeth) 

 Understand the 
storyline and plot of 
Macbeth 
 
 

 Learn about the 
characters and 
relationships between 
them 
 

 
 

 

 Learn vocabulary such 
as ‘soliloquy’ and 
‘assonance’ 
 
 
 
 
 

 Be able to write 
developed answers to 
exam questions using 
the PEE structure 
 

 Ensure that we watch 
the Shakespeare Retold 
version of the play 

 
 

 Create informative, 
perceptive and visually 
stunning and 
mindmaps of the 
principal characters in 
the play 
 

 

 Use literary terms 
when doing the ‘walk-
throughs’ of texts 

 Provide spellings and 
definitions of these 
terms 

 
 

 Model how to write a 
developed PEE 
paragraph to answer a 
Macbeth q.a).  

 Allow you to work in 
teams to be able to 
then write a 

 Watch the Patrick Stewart version on YouTube 
 
 
 
 

 Carry out your own research into the characters using websites like Sparknotes 
and Shmoop (see the English page on the new website: 
http://www.dartmouthacademy.org/#!pw-english/c20pn) 
 

 
 
 
 

 Use dictionaries and on-line resources to ensure your understanding of the terms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Practise writing answers to past papers using the PEE(+E) structure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dartmouthacademy.org/#!pw-english/c20pn


 Analyse extracts from 
the play from previous 
GCSE exam questions 
 
 
 

 Use visual learning 
resources to help 
understand the 
(language of) the play 

collaborative paragraph 
before you then use 
the structure to answer 
q.a) on your own. 

 
 

 Continue to show the 
No Fear Shakespeare 
(NFS) parallel text on 
the screen in lessons 

 Model how to annotate 
an extract from the 
play to prepare for 
answering an exam 
question 

 Show the Shakespeare 
Retold version of the 
play 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bring your iPad, iPhones, laptops to lesson to enable you to access NFS 

 Access Video Sparknotes – Macbeth (here: 
http://www.sparknotes.com/sparknotes/video/macbeth) 

 Watch the Patrick Stewart version of the play on YouTube 

Section B (Prose – Of Mice and Men) 

 Look at exam questions 
on Of Mice and Men 
(OMaM) 

 
 
 
 
 

 Revise the characters 
and relationships in 
OMaM 
 
 

 Make sure the class has 
regular (daily) practise 
at answering exam 
questions. These will be 
peer-assessed using the 
GCSE criteria. 
 

 

 Create informative, 
perceptive and visually 
stunning character 
profiles. 

 
 
 

 Practise more exam questions (question a), for example) at home 

 Mark exemplar answers using the GCSE criteria and compare with the examiner’s 
marks 

 
 
 
 
 

 Carry out your own research into the characters using websites like Sparknotes 
and Shmoop (see the English page on the new website: 
http://www.dartmouthacademy.org/#!pw-english/c20pn) 
 
 

 

http://www.sparknotes.com/sparknotes/video/macbeth
http://www.dartmouthacademy.org/#!pw-english/c20pn


 Look at how OMaM 
ends as not ‘fully 
finished’ 
 
 
 

 Watch a video of 
OMaM 

 Set reading the novel 
again as an extended 
home learning task, to 
be completed before 
w/b 16 June. 
 

 Show the film at 
lunchtimes in F040 
from Wednesday 9 to 
Monday 16 June 

 

 Take an Accelerated Reading test on the novel and then write a review for the 
academy reading blog. 

 
 
 
 

 Attend each lunchtime 

Section C (Writing) 

 Revise rhetorical 
devices (e.g. revisit A 
FOREST) 

 
 
 
 

 Understand how to use 
language features (like 
the above) in texts 
with different purposes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Do (exam) questions to 
learn writing 
techniques 
 

 

 Look at how rhetorical 
devices are used in a 
text, their effects and 
effectiveness. 

 
 
 

 Make available a range 
of different text-types, 
e.g. text of a speech, 
letter, review, etc. 

 Match past exam 
writing tasks to GAP 
(genre – audience – 
purpose) 

 
 

 Section C-style writing 
question set for (an 
extended) home 
learning over the 
weekend 7 – 8 June. 

 Think of an acronym like A FOREST to help you remember a wider range of 
effective rhetorical devices. (This rhetorical devices slideshow is a very helpful 
resource). 

 Find other texts containing rhetorical devices and then identify them and 
evaluate their effects and effectiveness. 

 
 

 Watch the following speeches and movie clips and note how rhetorical devices 
are used: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs (Martin Luther King – I have a dream) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFPwDe22CoY (President Obama) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1ZMnQXYgKA (Ali – Will Smith) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cT1jLY20tLo (Malcolm X – Denzel Washington) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zje91xTd6Lc (Armageddon – President’s Speech) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SB16il97yw (Field of Dreams – If you build it, they will come) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Complete a range of writing questions from GCSE past papers and use the 
marking criteria to mark your own work. (Edexcel website: 
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gcse/gcse10/english/english/Pages/default.aspx) 
 
 

rhetorical%20devices%20slideshow.ppt
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFPwDe22CoY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1ZMnQXYgKA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cT1jLY20tLo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zje91xTd6Lc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SB16il97yw
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gcse/gcse10/english/english/Pages/default.aspx


 Learn different (types) 
forms of texts 

 Match past exam 
writing tasks to GAP 
(genre – audience – 
purpose) 
 

 Read widely! Make sure you start reading a good quality newspaper at least once 
a week. Also look at magazines, film and music reviews (in magazines and 
online), letters (formal and informal – ask mum or dad if they can help with the 
former). 

 


