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These controlled assessment tasks are valid from June 2014 to  
May 2015.

•  For assessment in Summer 2015 centres must submit their moderation 
sample(s) by 15 May 2015.

Please note that these controlled assessment tasks will ONLY be valid for 
assessment in Summer 2015.  Teachers must ensure that students are 
completing the correct task for the year of course completion, i.e. in this 
instance Summer 2015.

Further guidance can be found on the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com).
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Guidance for teachers

What do students have to do?
Four areas may be assessed: character, performance, theme and relationship, from which 
three tasks will be provided for both Shakespeare and Contemporary Drama.
Students will complete two drama tasks.
One task must be on a Shakespeare play.
One task must be on a contemporary drama text.
Task responses must be handwritten or word-processed.  Spell-checkers and dictionaries 
must NOT be used.
Students must produce individual responses. 

How much time do students have?
Following preparation, students will have up to four hours to complete both tasks.   
It is recommended that two-thirds of this time is spent on the Shakespeare task and 
one-third is spent on the contemporary drama task.

How should students be prepared for the Shakespeare task?  
Students, with their teacher’s advice, choose the Shakespeare play, adaptation and task 
from those given.
Students must read one entire Shakespeare play and study one relevant adaptation, in 
order to develop an understanding of the chosen play and adaptation, and explore links 
and connections between the play and adaptation. 
Preparation may also include: 
•	 paired	discussion,	reading	and	speaking	the	lines
•	 group	performances	of	the	play
•	 class	discussion	of	ways	in	which	the	play	has	been	adapted
Students should then prepare by planning their response to the task.

What must the response to the Shakespeare task show?
The response to the Shakespeare task must show that the student can:
•	 show	understanding	of	character/theme/relationship/performance	within	the	context	

of both the original Shakespeare play and the adaptation of the play (by comparing 
the presentation of the chosen aspect in the original Shakespeare play and the 
adaptation)

•	 explain	the	relevance	of	the	play	and	the	adaptation	for	different	audiences	at	 
different times

•	 support	ideas	by	choosing	relevant	evidence	from	the	Shakespeare	play	and	
adaptation.

What kinds of adaptation of Shakespeare can I use for the Shakespeare task?
The following adaptations based on the original Shakespeare play are acceptable:
•	 film	
•	 television	production	
•	 musical	
•	 graphic	novel	
•	 audio	production
•	 cartoon.
All adaptations must be in English and must be of sufficient quality to enable students to 
make valid comparisons and links.
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How should students be prepared for the contemporary drama task? 
Students, with their teacher’s advice, choose the contemporary drama text from the 
list provided by Edexcel and the task from those given.  Students must read one entire 
contemporary drama text in order to develop an understanding of it.
Preparation may also include: 
•	 viewing	performances	of	the	drama	text
•	 paired	discussion,	reading	and	speaking	the	lines
•	 group	performances	of	the	drama	text
•	 class	discussion	of	ways	in	which	the	drama	text	has	been	performed.
Students should then prepare by planning their response to the task.

What must the response to the contemporary drama task show?
The response to the contemporary drama task must show that the student can:
•	 respond	to	the	chosen	drama	text	critically	and	imaginatively
•	 select	and	evaluate	relevant	textual	detail	to	illustrate	and	support	interpretations
•	 support	ideas	by	choosing	evidence	from	the	drama	text.

What is meant by performance features?
Performance features cover a wide range of theatrical techniques used by the playwright 
or the director for a variety of intentions, including: to add interest to the play, to create a 
particular effect, to engage the audience. 
Some specific performance features include: use of costume, props, lighting and sound 
effects; stage directions, use of space and set; use of juxtaposition and contrast; staging 
techniques, such as proxemics, and other elements of non-verbal communication. 
Students should explore the different ways in which these, and other performance 
features, might be used.

How should students present their responses?
A written response to each task is required.
Up to 1000 words is recommended. 
Quality of Written Communication will be assessed in the response to both tasks,  
therefore students are NOT allowed access to dictionaries or spell-checkers.



5
W43944A

Turn over     

The Shakespeare task for the student

You will complete ONE task from those below for your chosen Shakespeare play. Your 
response should be based closely on your own reading of the chosen play and your 
understanding of its context, comparing this with an adaptation of the play.

EITHEr
Characterisation
Choose ONE principal character in the Shakespeare play you have studied. Compare your 
reading of the character in the play with the same character in your chosen adaptation.

In your comparison you must:
•	 show	your	understanding	of	the	entire	play
•	 explain	your	understanding	of	the	differences	between	the	original	context	of	the	play	

and the context of your chosen adaptation
•	 explore	the	reasons	why	the	adaptation	differs	from	the	original	play.	
Use evidence from both the play and the adaptation to support your answer. 

(40)
Or
Theme
Choose ONE central theme in the Shakespeare play you have studied.  Compare your 
reading of the theme in the play with the same theme in your chosen adaptation.

In your comparison you must:
•	 show	your	understanding	of	the	entire	play
•	 explain	your	understanding	of	the	differences	between	the	original	context	of	the	play	

and the context of your chosen adaptation
•	 explore	the	reasons	why	the	adaptation	differs	from	the	original	play.	
Use evidence from both the play and the adaptation to support your answer. 

(40)
Or
relationships
Choose ONE main relationship in the Shakespeare play you have studied. Compare 
your reading of the relationship in the play with the same relationship in your chosen 
adaptation.

In your comparison you must:
•	 show	your	understanding	of	the	entire	play
•	 explain	your	understanding	of	the	differences	between	the	original	context	of	the	play	

and the context of your chosen adaptation
•	 explore	the	reasons	why	the	adaptation	differs	from	the	original	play.	
Use evidence from both the play and the adaptation to support your answer. 

(40)
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The contemporary drama task for the student

You will complete ONE task from those below for your chosen contemporary drama text. 
Your answer must show your understanding of the entire drama text.

EITHEr
Characterisation
Explore the ways in which an important character is developed in the drama.
Use evidence to support your answer.

(16)
Or
Performance
Explore the ways a specific performance feature is used throughout the drama.
Use evidence to support your answer.

(16)
Or
Theme
Explore the ways a key theme is developed in the drama.
Use evidence to support your answer.

(16)




